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Ir ; is not | preſungki that the following 
diſcourſe will juſtify the diſtinction which 
it thus receives: it may be generally and | 
truly obſerved, that Sermons on a ſimilar 
occaſion are ſufficiently frequent from the 
Preſs, and that the ſubject has been en- 
forced, in every point of view, by very 
ſuperior publications. Let it therefore be 
believed with candour, that the bea cir- 
culation of theſe pages in a printed form 
has been ſolely occaſioned by the nume- 
rous and very reſpectable applications which 
have been made and repeated for this pur- 
poſe; repreſenting it as a mark of reſpect, 
if not of duty to ſome, and as the means 


.. of poſlible utility to others, in this popu- 


lous and important place. 


ö nnn . * 


„% AND BALAK'S ANGER WAS KINDLED AGAINST 


* BALAAM, AND HE SMOTE HIS HANDS TOGE- | 


3 THER; AND BALAK SAID UNTO BALAAM, ED 
on I CALLED THEE To CURSE MINE ENEMIES, | 


{© AND, BEHOLD, THOU | HAST ALTOGETHER 
** BLESSED THEM THESE THREE TIMES.“ 


BOOK oF NUMBERS, CHAP, 0 VER, 10. 


Ia is not eaſy to imagine a more urgent occaſion 
olf public prayer and of national humiliation, ö 
than the object of this day's folemnity! The 


commoneſt obſerver cannot fail to ſee the alarm- 


ing features and the critical ſituation of this 


unhappy period! It is thereſore impoſſible to ſay 
e how 
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161 
how deeply we are all concerned to feel the im- 
portapce of our conduct, perſonally, in offering 
a ſincere appeal to the goodneſs and the mercy 


of God, with ſuitable ſentiments of piety, of 


ſorrow, of reformation ! But I ſhall not now 


enlarge updn the 'reaſon and the neceſſity of de- 


votion and penitence, becauſe I have already | 
attempted to enforce theſe points; and becauſe 


we do not fail in them through ignorance of our 


duty, —we all know what we ought to do, 


though few, (it may be feared) act according 


to their knowledge. 


At the ſame time, in what T mean to offer, 1 


am fully aware that it is not the province of a 


Chriſtian Miniſter to introduce in ſuch a place 
and on ſuch an occaſion the politics of an indi- 
vidual, the ſpirit of a party, or the queſtions of 
a ſtate, It were a far more appoſite employment 


for us all to moderate, as Chriſtians, that impulſe 
of * anger,” which, as men, we cannot but feel, 
againſt the meaſures of an inſatuated enemy, 


- whoſe cruel and malicious policy continues to 


involve our happier nation in the ſad neceſſity 
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of hateful war! But theſe ideas alſo, and the 
tenor of our duty in this inſtance, were in part 


ſuggeſted, at a former opportunity. 


It is indeed notorious, that the pious inten- 
tions of a day like this, are ſometimes abuſed to 
moſt unworthy ends! They are ſometimes un- 


happily employed as a vehicle for the diſſemina- 


tion of political opinions; as a plea for the diſ- 
cuſſion of particular meaſures, and for the praiſe 
or cenſure of particular men: perverting thus 
the ſober views and the meek voice of religion 
to the purpoſe of a turbulent and factious ha- 


rangue! Scandalous abuſe of a moſt ſacred truſt? 


To addreſs a congregation of chriſtian wor- 


ſhippers (more eſpecially called into the houſe | 


of God, for the higheſt offices of devotion and 


ſpiritual abaſement) to addreſs them with a pert 


and flippant declamation upon the politics of 
Europe, the ſecular views of this or that em- 


pire, the good or bad qualities of a ſtateſman, a 
commander, a demagogue, an enthuſiaſt ; ex- 


tolling, very poſſibly, in the ill-timed zeal of 
 tuch miſtaken patriotiſm, the talents of a trai- 
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(7. & Þ 
tor-or the virtues of an infide]!#—The remark is 
not offered upon "vague conjecture, nor from an 
uncharitable motive: there are printed ſpecimens 
of this unholy zeal, and the practice is noticed, 
that it may be diſcouraged and avoided. But 
this is an outrage upon our feelings and our prin- 


eiples, which, I truſt, never can be committed 


within theſe walls! It is an act of diſobedience 
and of treachery to the wiſc.and religious i injunc- 
tion of our rulers;—it is an act of inſult and 
impiety to that great and good Being, whoſe 


pity we profeſs to ſupplicate, and whoſe mercy 
we are come to implore! Let it rather be the 


purport, then, of my preſent endeavours, (as the 


text will naturally lead me) to point out to, 


your reflections a particular inftance of our gene- 


ral miſconduct, or at leaſt what appears to be a 


; dangerous miſtake j in the ſentiments and practice 


of many individuals. It is a miſtake, from which 


(I fear) the principles of a moſt eſſential duty 


receive ſerious i injury, to the prejudice, no doubt, 


* Another ſad extreme (which cannot be ſufficiently lamented) is 


that abuſe of things facred which treats a day of ſuch ſolemnity with 
ſilent indifference and contempt employing it in open defiance of 

the higheſt authority, in the commoneſt occupations of trade, hu - 
ſineſs, or amuſement; as if „gain were gedlineſs,” and as if every 
thing depended upon being “rich in this world! (1 Tim 6. 5 17.) 


of 


f of ] 
of our private happineſs, and to the interruption 
of our public proſperity.—T propoſe, further, to 


offer you thoſe collateral obſervations which the 


ſubject may uſefully ſuggeſt, and which the times 


very earneſtly demand! What I chiefly mean is 


this—we are apt to form a very falſe notion of 


the defigns of providence—we are liable to draw 


a very improper inference, reſpecting the divine 
diſpenſations! We take a very partial and imper- 
fe view of them, —we are apt to flatter and de- 
ceive ourſelves, we condemn tlie publican with 


a vphariſaical ſelſ-conceit, and we applaud our 


own conduct with an unwarrantable confidence! 


We undertake every day to interpret the will 


ol God, I; had almoſt ſaid to guide his arm! It 
ſeems too, as if we thought that this peremptory 


conduct, in directing againſt others the. impre- 


cations and the vengeance of Heaven, were an 
argument in ſavour of ourſelves, and a proof of 
our comparative innocence ! And thus from one 


motive or other, we commit 2 great offence in 
addition to thoſe very offences which we are 
ſeeking to extenmate; We. judge ourſelves with 


an abſurd propoſſeſſion, and our neighbours with | 


an uncharitable prejudice—we point out with an 
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a unfeeling impertinence, the mote that is in our 


brother's eye, and are equally ſorward with a 


plauſible, but fatal, connivance to overlook the 
beam that is in our own eye! Thus do we con- 


vert to a very unprofitable and unhappy purpoſe, 


- what might be applied to our particular advan- 
; tage and eſpecial improvement. We eagerly 


proclaim the guilt of our neighbours and the fit- 


neſs of their ſufferings, inſtead of ſeeing and con- 


feſſing, as we ought, our own offences and our 


own demerits! We preſume, like Balak, to ex- 


pect a curſe upon our enemies, inſtead of ſeeking 


in ſincerity, a bleſſing for ourſelves, 


The text ( it is true) conveys the ſenti- 
ments of one who did not poſſeſs that ineſti- 
mable privilege which we enjoy in the light 
and guidance of the chriſtian revelation. But 
alas, this point of difference between him and 
us only aggravates the matter to our greater- 


diſgrace! “ Ye have heard that it hath been 


laid by them of old time, thou ſhalt love thy 


neighbour and hate thine enemy; but I ſay 
unto you, love your enemies—bleſs them that 
curſe you—do good to them that hate you, and. 
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pray for them which deſpiteſully uſe you and 


perſecute you!” (Matt. '5, 44.) So again, the 
enemies who are mentioned in the text were 
indeed enemies of Balak ; but the God of bat- 
tle was their friend. They might well advance 
againſt the King of Moab in confident aſſur- 
ance of ſucceſs, for the giver of all victory 


ned a bleſſing on their arms! But here, 


| again, the difference only adds to our ſhame! 
Why are we unable to advance like Ltrael, 

poſſeſſed of the divine favour ? Why are we 
{o doubtful of the bleſſing of God? We ſhall 


find the anſwer in our own hearts—would the 
Prophet fay of us as he then ſaid of them, * God | 


| hath not beheld iniquity in Jacob, neither hath 


he ſeen perverſeneſs | in \ Ifracl? (Num. 23, 21. 1 


Thus then, where the caſes differ, the very 
points of difference are Indeed matter of re- 
proof and reproach to us, but they alio afford 


us a falutary caution, an inſtructive leſſon ; and 


juſtify perhaps no light application of my ſub- 
ject to the ſtate and character of modern times?! 


ab called thee to curſe mine enemies and be- 
| hold 
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hold thou haſt altogether bleſſed them theſe 
three times,” 


Ae we then ovite ſure that we do not ſe- 
cretly indulge a ſimilar impatience of defeat a 


and diſaſter? The ſame criminal complaint 
in our hearts againſt Heaven, becauſe our pray- 


ers have not been hitherto received to the 


extent of our wiſhes, and becauſe our enemies 
in ſome degree are permitted to prevail againſt 
us? Do we really entertain that devout ſub- 


miſſion to the will of God and that proper 


ſenſe of our own demerits which alone can 
authorize any better hopes? Do we not re- 
ly, like Balak, upon the vain expedient of a 


formal altar, a verbal or a local effort to obtain 


ſucceſs againſt the foe ? „Come, I pray thee, 


to this high place—Come to the top of Peor— 
Come into the * field of Zophim—Come into 


the high places of Baal“ Come, curſe me 
them from thence!” Do we really prepare 


that proper incenſe of the heart which alone 


can conſecrate our ſupplications at the altar? 2 


Do we offer up to God that only proper 


ſacrifice, a troubled ſpirit—a broken and a 
contrite 
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contrite heart? Do we eſtimate in a proper 
light—not the cauſe of our enemies, but our 
It is by no means 


own unworthineſs? 


enough for us to ſay that the enemies againſt 


whom we fight are not (like thoſe of Balak) 


the peculiar people of divine favour that they 


are not the choſen of the Lord, of whom the 


Prophet Balaam ſpeaks, how goodly are thy 


tents, O Iſrael, and thy tabernacles, O Ja- 
cob!” It is by no means enough to ſay ( tho' 


it be a melancholy truth) that we fight againſt 
a foe avowedly apoſtate from the faith of 
Chriſt; a cruel enemy of God and man—the 


very ſcourge of nations the bane of our ci- 


vil welfare—the ruin of the peace of the 
world! What ſhall | it avail us to exclaim 
againſt them (tho' alas, with too much rea- 
ſon!) *© The fool hath ſaid in his heart 
there is no God!” T hey are corrupt and 
„ become ahominable”—their mouth is full of 
* curſing and bitterneſs—their feet are ſwiſt 


„ to ſhed blood! deſtruction and unhappineſs 
* are in their ways—and the way of peace 


have they not known; there is no fear of 


® God before their eyes!” 


It 
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It is obſervable that theſe verſes of the 
pſalmiſt, or rather (for the moſt part) 
theſe additions to the 14th pſalm from other 
parts of ſcripture, are quoted by St. Paul in 
his Epiſtle to the Romans to deſcribe the apoſ- 


taſy of both Jews and Gentiles from their King 


and their God. The preſent application of 


them upon fimilar grounds appears to be too 
fully juſtified ! x But how ſhall it avail, for 
our own acquittal, that our enemies are wick- 
ed—atrocious—infamous—that they come reek- 
ing with the blood of their Sovereigns—the 
blood of their beſt citizens—and ſtained with 
every pollution of enormous vice! That they 


alſo come contaminated with Sacrilege and 


| Blaſphemy, with Rapine, Anarchy and Athe- 


iſm ; ruſhing as it were, in a mingled phrenzy 5 


of malice and profanation, againſt the thrones 
of Monarchs and the Altars of God! 


* The good Biſhop Horne has obſerved in his commentary that in 
this light we are to conſider the Pſalm “ as characteriſing the prin. 
eiples and practices of thoſe who oppoſe the Goſpel in all ages.“ 


Theſe 
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Theſe indeed are horrid features of the foe! 


but they afford no veil for the deformity of ſin 


in other men, and other nations! The re- 
formation of our own lives is the ſole foundation 


of our own hopes! We are too ignorant and too 
criminal ourſelves to aſſign the puniſhment of 
others; to call with Balak for the curſe of 


Heaven; neither do their ſins (however ma- 


nifeſt and great) render us the leſs finful! _ 
Beſides we ſhould conſider that the ſecret de- 


ſigns of Providence are frequently effected by 


means which appear to us improbable, if not 
contradictory; one calamity is ſometimes the 


forerunner of another—It is at mor times the 


harbinger of ſome ſignal bleſſing When Ja- 
„ deplored the loſs of his ſon PK he knew 
not the mercy of that very event 'till he found . 


a poſſeſſion in the beſt of the land of Egypt, 
a refuge from diſtrefs and ſamine in the arms 


of his lamented Joſeph ; the preſervation of 
his poſterity and a mighty deliverance ! It is 


thus in all ages, the divine Providence is feen 


to bring good out of evil ; and to turn the 


very flint - - tone into a ſpringing - well! 


5 0 that 
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0 that the people of this diſtinguiſhed Iliad 

would profit by the inference, would hearken 
ab length to that awful voice of warning, Which 
now threatens—and which now invites! ſo 


may the Almighty be fill intreated for this 


land, and our calamities may prove our ſal- 
vation! The rod of affliction is uplifted in 
mercy, and righteouſneſs will ſtill exalt us 


we are ſtill graciouſly permitted to derive a 


temporal, —an eternal—good from the evil of 


correction and puniſhment ; 1 Nee from dif- 
treſs and a mighty deliverahek 
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To theſe conſiderations and 0 "bimilar rele- 


tions if we carneſtly direct our thoughts, we 


ſhall anſwer (I ſhould hope) an important ob- 
ject of our duty this day! Never let us dare 


to ſay like the haughty King of Moab) « curſe 


me this people but rather let us with; and 


. hope, and pray, that our ſuture conduct from 


the preſent moment may vet conciliate the 


divine favour, not for ourſelves alone, but for 
all the nations of the troubled earth; that 


14 4 


"A reſpite for repentance and amendment may 


5 


be till mercifully given, —as extenſive as our 
crimes ; as extenſive as the Suilt of man- 


EP ! 


'To this end, let us finally reflect what our 


condict hitherto has been; and what expectation 
we have good reaſon to form, from the ſtate of 


morals and religion in this Nation! Let us aſk 
our own hearts with becoming ſeriouſneſs and 
candour, what improvement has been made in 


our private actions and our public character; in 
our lives and converſations, individually and 


generally! How have we fulfilled thoſe ſolemn 
vows of real reformation, which we offered up to 
God in the preceding year? Is there leſs inat= 


tention to our ſeveral duties Pole there leſs pro- 


5 fligacy in our general manners? Leſs luxury, 
leſs gaming, leſs drunkenneſs, leſs debauch- 


_ ery?—ls there a leſs meaſure of iniquity in the 
Nation at large? Have we perſonally diſcharged 


our duties with a better ſenſe of their import- 


_ ance? Have we ſhewn ourſelves more zealous 1 in 


: the ſervice of our Maker, more attentive to his 


Will, more obedient to his Laws? Is there more 


| obſervance of privele prayer and of family devo- 


b | tion ak 
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tion? Is there leſs profanation of the name of 
God, in common ſwearing and falſe evidence? 
Is the Sabbath-day leſs violated by abſence from 
public Worſhip ; by a neglect of the Lord's Sup- 
per; by temporal purſuits, by frivolous or worſe 
. occupations? Is it no longer ſelected, above all 
the reſt, for needleſs journeys, idle intercourſe, 
cConvivial meetings? Is there leſs abuſe of that 
ſacred day, and of the laws made for its obſerv- 
ance, by vehicles of public traffic, by TO 
and taverns, . buying, ſelling, getting gain,“ 
(as the Apoſtle James 4. 13, well expreſſes his 
honeſt indignation) as if one day in ſeven were 
too much to ſpare to the Author of our whole 
exiſtence; as if, notwithſtanding our periſhable 
late, notwithſtanding the certainty of death, 
and in open defiance of the expreſs word of 
God, the buſineſs of another life, and the riches 

: of eternity, were not a ſeventh part ſo dear to 

us, as the tinſel of ſilver, and the duſt of gold! 


Do the higher claſſes of ſociety, whoſe exam- 
ples have a natural and ſtrong influence upon 
_ every other claſs, —do thoſe members of the 
public body, who are diſtinguiſned by their 
opulence, 
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opulence, their rank, their education, do 
they employ that influence as their intereſt and 


their duty more eſpecially require? Do they ſee 
and conſider the extreme reſponſibility of their 


conduct? Can others then (leſs informed and 
prone to imitation) can others be ſucceſsfully 
inſtructed, not to deviate from that ſtricter line 
af duty, which they ſee ridiculed, inſulted, 
broken, every day, every hour, without fear, 
without ſhame, beyond meaſure, beyond thought, 


by the very guides and guardians of the public 


morals - by thoſe who have the means of more 8 
inſtruction, and who therefore muſt appear to 
them leſs excuſable offenders? Is it reaſonable 
to ſuppoſe, is it poſſible to obtain, on their parts, 
any active inſtance of general reſorm, to check 


the contagion of deſolating vice, while they ſec 


its chief promoters, and its readieſt victims in 
thoſe who have been furniſhed with the beft 
antidotes againſt it, and who beſt, ought to know 


the ſatal conſequence of poiſon ?—Is there (in a, 


word) through the various departments of ſoci- 
ety, in a civil and religious light, any better 
aſſurance of perſonal amendment and national 
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Theſe, I conceive, are indiſpenſable. requiſites 
of infinite importance! If we really could an- 


ſwer theſe inquiries, as we now deliberately. 


pledge ourſelves to anſwer them in future, we 
might ſtill practically know that pious exultati- 


on of the Pſalmiſt.—“ Happy are the people | 
* who are in ſuch a caſe; yea, bleffed are the 


8 people, who have the Lord for their God.“ 5 


Looking back into the paſt year, I purpoſely 
forbear to notice any partial ſucceſſes, any par- = 


tial difaſters, in our ſtate of warfare. I venture 
not as an individual, from proſperous or adverſe 
- occurrences, to draw any inference whatſoever 
but that which muſt be manifeſt to all, the pati- 


_ ence and long-ſuffering of our merciful Creator! 
He hath given us from year to year, he gives ug 


from day to day, the time and the means of an 


effectual Repentance; as if he were unwilling 


* to make bare his arm,” beyond the kind ſeve- 


rities of a temporary vengeance; ſtill graciouſly 


deſirous to withhold that blow, which a guilty 
world ſtill ungratefully provokes! My chief aim 


has been to diſcourage the preſumption of man 


in 
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in his ſpeculative comments, upon the diſpenſa- 
tions of God! To enfore that excellent, that 
divine precept of the Goſpel, Matt. 5. 44, 
* hleſs them that curſe you, Romans 12. 14, 
« bleſs and curſe not.” To reprove the impulſe 


of uncharitable tempers, and to filence the im- 
precations of unfeeling malice: to remind my 


| hearers of their own duty, and to baniſh all 
emotions of impatience under thoſe corrections 


which our ſins deſerve. Admitting (iti is true) a 


ſenſe of indignation and abhorrence in reviewing 
the character and conduct of our Enemies, Chriſ- | 
tianity ſtill teaches us compaſſion and ſorgive- 


neſs! Chriſtianity ill changes the anger and the 
curſe of Balak into prayer and interceſſion for the 
repentance and converſion of all men! 


There is one thing of which we are infallibly 
aſſured, we need no Prophet to convince us now, 
Prov. 3. 33, that“ the Curſe of the Lord is in 
40 the Houſe of the Wicked,“ Pfalm, 3. 8, and 


that his Bleſſing will be upon his People.” 


So may we happily (under God's good provi- 


dence) ſurvive the contagion of a wicked exam- 
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ple, and the rage of an inveterate Foe! ſurvive 
that peſtilence which afflicts the Nations; that 
Plague which deſolates mankind! So may this 


criſis of general conſternation and danger, (by 
marking our lives with a ſenſe of true Religion, 
as it animates our Hearts with a love of true 
Liberty) enable us, eventually, to convince the 


whole World, that © all things work together, 


for good to them that love God!” Rom. 8. 28. 
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